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PROGRAM 


9:30—Registration 


10:00—General Meeting 


Dr. E. V. Bowers, Chairman 
Invocation 
Introductory Remarks 


Discussion of Selected Topics 
Dean Harlan Hatcher, Ohio State University 


Discussion Leader 
12:00—Noon 
1:30—Registration 
2:00—General Meeting 
Business and Election of Officers 


Discussion of Selected Topics 
Dean Hayward Keniston, University of Michigan 


Discussion Leader 


4:30—Adjournment 





SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 


A. ADMINISTRATION: 


uo & WNn>- 


Y 
8. 


Credits for courses involving skills. 


. Relationship between the liberal arts college and the science division. 
. Practices of admission of good students applying with vocational units 


instead of the ustuial academic units. 


. Admission to college without a high school diploma if certain require- 


ments are met. 


. The accelerated program: (a) Is it a war-time measure only? (b) Should 


the faculty teach twelve months in the year? (c) Should students attend 
school twelve months in the year? (d) Effect on the post-war liberal arts 
program. 


. Evaluation of faculty (a) by students, (b) by colleagues, (c) by the 


administration. 

Will enrollments outstrip budgets and thereby force large classes, heavy 
teaching loads, and greater confidence in the lecture method? 
Faculty supply and demand, salary and budget, graduate teaching. 


B. CURRICULUM: 


' 
10. 


| 
12 
12. 
14 


Post-war trends in the education of women. 
Responsibility of the college in preparing women for participation in 
community activities. 


. Problems arising between the secondary schools and the colleges. 
. Discussion of the Amherst, Colgate, and Yale plans, and the Harvard 


Report. 
Criteria for judging the best set of subjects for a freshman. Are there 
too many informational subjects and too few skill subjects? 


. The effect of the scientific approach during the war on the liberal arts 


program. ; 
Should the curriculum framework now be revised? If so, should the 


1S. 

number of free electives be reduced, and required subjects be increased? 
C. VETERANS: 

16. Types of courses veterans are selecting. 

17, Social adjustment: segregation, clubs, classes, etc. 

18. Practices concerning entrance credit and adjustment. 

19. Instances of successful plans employed in behalf of veterans. 

20. How far should liberal arts colleges go in giving courses of sub-college 
level to the veterans? 

21. Are there signs that veterans may become a pressure group? 


D. MODERN LANGUAGES: 


22. 
23. 


24, 


The future of modern languages in the liberal arts program. 

Should the goal be (a) training in conversation and writing only, (b) 
training to teach the language, (c) training to read only, (d) training 
for use in research? 

Teaching of languages as affected by experiences of the war. 


E. STUDENT GUIDANCE: 


25. 
26. 


The function of the dean in the guidance program. 
Who should perform the vocational guidance function? 


F. FACULTY: 


27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


What is being done administratively to encourage professional growth 
and development? 

Faculty load: teaching, research, committees, other duties. 

Policies concerning promotion and salary advancement. 

Are members of the faculty doing any practical research? If so, what? 





AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF ACADEMIC DEANS 


PURPOSE: 

To provide opportunity for academic deans of Liberal Arts Colleges to meet 
together, to share their experiences, to exchange points of view, and to discuss 
problems chiefly concerned with the office of the Dean. 

ELIGIBILITY: 


All academic deans having responsibility for liberal arts curriculums of insti- 
tutions that are members of the Association of American Colleges are eligible 
and invited to become members. However, it is not intended to be a closed or- 
ganization to others who wish to attend. 
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Dr. Fred C. Smith, Dean of the University 
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Genernl Meeting 10300-12300 a.n. 
Business Meeting 


The second annual meeting of the American Conference of Academic Deans, 
held in conjunction with the meeting of the Association of American Colleges, 
attracted 140 registrants, Dr. E. V. Bowers of the University or Tennessee, 
(formerly Bean of Marshall College) presided ns chairman, The Invocation was 
given by Dean Stephen A, Mulcahy, Boston College, Dr, Bowers then made intro- 
ductory remarks concerning the origin and purpose of the organization, After 
the minutes of the first meeting were read and approved, the Secretary read the 
following recomnendations of the Executive Connmittee which were sugreested in 
Atlantic City, January 10, 1945: 


1. That there should be a vice-chairman. 

ee That the Executive Comnittee act in.all ad interim affairs 
subject to the approvnl of the Conference. 

3. That the incoming chrirnan should be chosen fron those present 
at the time of the elections, 

4, That all academic deans havinz responsibility for liberal arts 
curriculums in institutions which are members of the Association 
of American Colleges should be eligible, and o11 are invited to 
become members of the Conference, 

5. That there should be published an article cealing with the 
functions of the liberal arts dean, 


Then the Secretary read the following recommendations of the Executive 
Committee, cated January 8, 19463 


1, That each member contribute one dollar at registration tine 
(or later for those not present) to take care of expenses, 

2. That the American Conference of Academic D.ans follow the 
pattern of the Association of American Colleges with reference 
to voting, The deans from non-member colleges are entitled 
to attend meetings but may not vote, There shall be only one 
vote for each member institution even if more thrn one dean 
from the institution attends, 

That the chairman is to appoint the Nominating Comnittee. 

That the outgoing chairnan is automatically to become a nenber 
of the Executive Committee for at least one year. The Execu- 
tive Committee is to include the new chairman, the vice~chairman, 
the secretary-treasurer, and four others in eddition to the out- 
going chairnan. 

That the proceedings of the annual neetings are to be sent to 
the members in the form of an article in the bullotin of the 
Association of American Collezes, or in special mimeographed 
bulletins, One bulletin will include the "work of the dean" 

as requestec in the 1945 neeting,. 


“A summary report will be given in the March Bulletin of the Association of 
Anerican Colle;es. 
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Both of these reports were accepted and the recommerdations were adopted, 
The distribution of member deans was read to show the wice-cpreal lnterest in 
the new organization, (See the appendix of the Proceedings. ) 

The report of the Secretary-Treasurer was then read as follows? 


Expenditures incurred by the Chairman 





December 1944 
700 membership cards 
Mimeograph paner and stencils 
500 envelones, first notice 
1000 envelopes, printing of bulletin 
610 stamps (14¢) for bulletins 





$21.35 


October 4 —- December 4, 1945 
Postage 
Long distance calls and telegrans 
Envelopes and prograns 





January 8, 1946 
Placards 





4.64 


Total $60.10 


Contributions Total $11.00 


The report of the Secretary—Trensurer was accepted, 
Discussion 


The thirty topics in the program had been suggested in edvance by member 
deans, and were grouped by the Program Committee under the following classifi- 
cations? administration, curriculum, veterans, modern languages, student guidance, 
and faculty. The Program Committee included Dr. L. ¥.. Bowers, Chairman, Dr. Fre 
T. Smith, Dean of the University, and Is. S, R. Hes: - Dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts, all connected with the University of i:..nessee, The lively dis- 
cussion attested to the epprecintion of the deans for an opportunity to exchange 
news on current acadenic policies and practices. 


Dean Harlan Hatcher presided as leader of the morning session, and started 
the discussion by remarking that the College of Arts and Science at Ohio State 
University was like a "mad-house", with approximately five thousand apolicants 
turned awny within a few weeks. He then presented question 20: How far should 
liberal arts colleses go in giving courses of sub-—college level to veterans? Mr. 
Haywerd Keniston indicated that the University of Michigan offers refresher 
courses in mathematics, writing Ine¢lish, and methods of stucy, but not on a sub- 
college level. The methods of study course is profitable in shcwing the students 
how to use and cet sudstance from books. Mr. Emil Leffler, of Albion College, 
pointed out the problems of incormleted prerequisites on the part of many veter- 
ans, end the housing shortage. Mr, Walter G, Friedrich, Valparaiso University, 
mentioned that officers in the arny air corps who want to go on with engincering 
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should have the needed high school algebra without college credit, and Mr. John 
R, Bacher indicated that in Wagner College geometry without college credit is 
given for veterans and other students. The inadvisability of mature veterans 
returning to high school, and the advantage of using ~ ecial tests to determine 
the competence of veterans for college programs were .oints brought out by Mr. 
J. F, Bartlett of Marshall College. 





Mr, W, H. Coleman, of Bucknell University, emphasized that certain funda- 
mental considerations should not be neglected, The colleges, although motivated 
by the desire to do everything possible for the veteran, must keep in mind the 
problem of increased faculty loads and the importance of avoiding the lowering 
of academic standards. Mr. E, W. Crecraft, of Kent State University, raised the 
question that if colleges give credit for beginning foreign languages, why can 
they not give credit for algebra and geometry? At Ohio State University, accord- 
ing to the Chairman, sub-college courses have long been given in mathematics and 
in English. All freshmen take freshnan tests, and those with deficiencies are 
placed in sub-freshman level courses for non-credit, It was also brought out in 
the discussion that high school dinlomas are being given to veterans without re- 
Quiring the completion of all the courses. 


Mr, E, R, Bartlett, of DePauw, inquired as to how many were using the test- 
ing procedure in determining admission of veterans, and fotind that about one- 
third of those present were using them for doubtful cases, Mr, C,. F. Richards, 
of Denison University, and others pointed out that the pattern of subjects in 
high school may have little connection with success in college. Colleges must 
avoid duplicating credit was the caution urged by Mr. L. K. Patton, Tusculun 
College. If students have forgotten high school subjects, they should review 
them without new credit. Mrs. Lorena Church, Rockford College, returned to the 
Question of credit for elementary foreign language when the student has had Latin 
or another modern language in high school. The difference in the type of elenen- 
tary course given in high school and college was stressed by Mr, C. R. Layton, 
Muskingum College. Ina language course, twice as mic: material is covered in 
college. In college a course in basic mathematics could be offered for those 
deficient in high school mathematics, and another course for those with an ade- 
quate high school background, and it would be logical to give credit for both, 
When the Chairman asked how nany of those present offered in their colleges 
general mathematics, including algebra, geometry, and trigonometry, not for 
specialization but as a tool subject, about one-half indicated affirmative an- 
swers, 


Boston College, according to Father S, A. Mulcehy, has pre-matriculation 
or refresher courses requiring sixteen weeks to meet prerequisite requirenents, 
The veterans are required to have high school diplomas, but they may take these 
courses and pass examinations for admission to college. To the question, Are 
veterans admitted to any colleges without meeting the regular requirements, 
particularly that of having a high school diploma? seventeen indicated that they 
sometimes followed this practice, 


Topic 16, Types of Courses Veterans Are Selecting, was next presented for 
discussion by Mr, Hatcher, He remarked that the conference load at Ohio State 


University was overwhelming the staff in their efforts to explore suitable pro- 
grams for veterans, When Mr, E, R, Bartlett, DePauw University, stated that 
there was a strong emphasis on business administration, other representatives 
confirmed this and added radio, journalism, and engineering. Mr. F. D,. Brown, 
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of Simpson College, described the experiences with naval freshmen in Miani, 
Florida, where science headed the list of preferred liberal arts subjects, with 
mathematics and geography following in interest. The humanities were at the bot- 
tom, and religion came in the middle, When they were allowed to add subjects, 

an overwhelning interest in studying vocational subjects was indicated, Mr, H, 
Keniston, of the University of Michigan, had noticed two trends, viz, that the 
older nen wanted vocational training and the younger men wanted to return to the 
regular undergraduate curriculum, Psychology and, rather interestingly, the 
History of Art had boomed at Wisconsin University according to the experience 

of Mr. M, H, Ingraham. He too comm lained about the problem of arranging confer- 
ences, Each day an adviser has conferences with about one hundred veterans, At 
Michigan State Collese, Mr. L. C. Emmons had noticed, in adcition to the trends 
toward business administration and engineering, a definite interest in nvre-medical 
anc. pre-law preparation now that financial aid was available, History and govern- 
ment for foreign service were next in emmhasis, Mr. Uatcher confirmed sinilar 
trends at Ohio State University. He called attention to the fact that school 
vocational tests directed the attention of youns people toward vocational sub- 
jects, whereas business concerns want a broader ecucntional backsround, 


Tonic 18, Practices Concernine FEnteawnce Credits 2:°_Ad justnent, next at- 
tracted the attention of the deans. The policy of ru a certain number of 
credits in physical education for service, in accor .ce with rulings of the 
North Centrel Association, wns rnisec by some members. Mr. W,. Cooper stated 
that the Virginie Military Institute never allowed crecit for military service, 
Mr. Bartlett, of DePauw University, remarked that veterans have been set back by 
eerving several yenrs, and that eisht credits in physical education mizht well 
be grantec but not on a blanket basis, Fourteen representatives indicated that 
their institutions granted blanket credit, The question was raised by Mr, F. D,. 
Brown, of Simmson Collere, concerning the difference between crecit for military 
training anc for military exnerience, Others indicatec that the North Central 
Association would approve limited credit for training but not for experience, 

It was also brought out that in the counseling receivec before leaving the ser- 
vice, the confusion of manual dexterity with enginecring ability sometimes oc- 
curred, 








With reference to discinline problems and personal difficulties, the con- 
sensus seemec to be that the veterans were above average in meeting difficulties. 
Mrs. Grace Forbes cited the example that Bard Collerce has few discipline cases. 
Many of the deans seemed concerned with the problem of preparin;: absence reports 
for the government, »ut most of then tried to meet the requirement. Several 
agreed with Mr, C. R,. Layton, Muskingum Colleze, that the earlier veterans pre- 
sented more difficulties since they hac been eliminated from the service for 
maladjustment. 


Father Mulcahy, of Boston Colleze, inauired, "Are veterans forming organi~ 
zations on college campuses?" Mr. W, H. Colenan statec that at Bucknell Univer- 
sity the ageressive vetcrans hac launched an organiz-tion, Mr, Bartlett was of 
the opinion that the Gamma Iota oranni: ‘ion of vet ig would be helpful at 
DePauw in supplying an outlet for nent-.uo feelinzs. . Saint Louis University, 
Reverend Mr, P. C. Reinert sic that on organization of 380 in September dwindled 
to 50 or 60 a few months later, and that the activities were satisfactory. Some 
of the other representatives ronarked that members of the faculty or administra- 
tion were present at the introductory meetings, and found the organization help~ 
ful. 
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Then the discussion turned again to the problem of turning away s0 many 
veterans because of the housing shortage or the shortage of instructors in some 
courses, Mr, E. C. Dyrness stated that Wheaton College world accept only veter- 
ans who have been in college previously. The proportion accepted is 1 to 10, 

The trustees are not willing to increase the number of students beyond the fig- 
ure 1300, One dean knew of a veteran who had gone to twenty colleges and found 
that former students had priority rights. Mr. M. A. Morrill, of Hamline Cellege, 
referred to the prediction of federal universities, Some universities can take 
practically no out-of-state students, 


The question of the Size of Classes in the midst of the veteran pressure 
next claimed attention. The Chairnan stated that classes in English at Ohio 
State University are held to 25 in freshman English, 30 to 40 in mathematics, 30 
to 40 in the second course in English, 30 in foreign languages, and that the seize 
of the class-room determines the limit in most of the other courses. Miss Elizabeth 
E, May, Hood College, inquired if the veteran problem wes limited to men, No one 
reported large numbers of women veterans, 





Again the discussion reverted to the size of classes, Could classes in 
history, psychology, advanced English literature, business adninistration, be 
permitted to be large if paper-marking assistance were granted the instructors? 
To the question how many had more than 30 in freshman English only 7 raised their 
hands, About one~half allowed En¢elish classes of over 25, 


The problem of Class Loads for Instructors was, of course, asked in connec- 
tion with the question of the size of classes, In 7 institutions, the instructors 


have 12 hour programs; in 25, 15 hours; and none has 18 hours, About 15 provide 
paper-narking assistence for instructors with 15 hours, A large nunber indicated 

a six-day week schedule. Mr. L. C. Emmons, of Michigan State College, wanted to 

get the opinions of the deans concerning thg¢ counting of class hours and labora- 
tory hours in science, There were 31 who uged the ratio of 2 to 1, and 16 used 

the ratio of 3 to 2, Only 3 counted hour for hour, Dean C, C, French, of Randolph- 
Macon Woman's Collefe, upheld the latter practice. 


Should veterans be allowed to carry loads heavier than the normal progran 
of 15-16 hours for acceleration rensons? wns the next question raised, Of the 


institutions represnted, 15 would not n-rnit them to ~ so. Some are willing to 
lift restrictions, Accelerated vrograms sre being cc’ .unued in only 8 of the 
colleges or universities represnted, 


The Chairman, Dr, Bowers, announced the appointnent of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, Dean Elizabeth May, Hood Collese, was chosen as chairman, and Dean C, C, 
French, Randolph-Maeon Woman's College, and Dean S, A, Mulcahy, Boston College, 
were to serve with her. Dr, Bowers indicated that recistration would be continued 
after the meeting, The meeting was adjourned at noon, 


General Meeting 200-4330 p.m. 
Business Meeting 


Dr. E. V. Bowers presided, and reminded the deans that they had voting 
privilezes if their colleges were members of the Association of American Colleges. 
Dean Elizebeth May, of Hood College, presented the report of the Nominating Conm- 
mittee as follows: 
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Chairman, Dean Edward R, Bartlett, DePauw University 
Vice-Chairman, Denn C, Clement French, Randolnh-Macon Woman's College 
Secretary-Treasurer, Dean Ruth L. Higgins, Beaver College (second term) 


Other members of the Executive Committee; 
Dean Lozan Wilson, Tulane University, Newcomb College 
Dean Stephen Mulcahy, Boston College (second term) 
Dean Harlan Hatcher, College of Arts and Sciences, Ohio State University 
Dean Susan Cobbs, Swarthmore College 
Dr. E, V. Bowers, University of Tenneesee (as outgoing chairman) 


It was moved by Dean Smith and seconded by Mr. T. Staples, Hendrix College, 
that the nominations be closed, The motion was carried, Dean Everett Hunt, of 
Swarthmore Colleze, sugrested that the Secretary cast the ballot. After the of- 
ficers were declared elected by the Chairman, the business meeting was adjourned, 


Discussion 


Dean Hayward Keniston, University of Michigan, + -csided as discussion leader, 
Mr, E,. Hunt, of Swarthmore College, challenged the academic deans to take sone 
action recognizing the situation concerning the inability of the colleges to take 
care of the veterans, and to do something concerning our obligations to the veter- 
ans, The Chairman inquired if the veterans were using 911 possible facilities, 
including the junior and teachers! colleres,. 


A motion was made by Mr. G. F. Richards, Denison University, and seconded by 
Mr, E, W, Crecraft, Kent State University, that . statement of the problem be 
drawn up by a resolutions committee, and presented to the Association of American 
Colleges. Mr. Hunt commented that since many veterans were not being accepted, 
it was a national problem which should be handled perhaps by a government agency. 
Miss Ada Peirce, Hiram College, inquired about moving vortable houses formerly 
used by industries to college campuses at government expense. 


Stucent Guidance was suggested for the discussion by the Chairman, but the 
tonic provoked no comments or questions, Then the Chairman presented the 
Curriculum for discussion, The language requirenent modification at Frinceton 
was mentioned, The Chairman pointed out that since the entrance requirements 
remained unchanged, the Frinceton student has beckrround in both language and 
mathemstics even though he is released from one of these fields in college. He 
then sskec the deans if they believed in emphasizing required core subjects or 
free electives. None voted for the latter, 


Miss Mary Smith, Hollins College, inquired if any colleges are working on 
new types Of courses, such as the course in physical science at Yale University. 
Mr, M. T. McClure summarized the revise? liberal arts vrogrem at the University 
of Illinois, as including four courses i. nhysical s.* aces, biological sciences, 
social sciences, and humanities. At lesst eight hou: sre to be taken in each of 
the four divisions, New courses are beine worked out for the new program, To 
the question of Mr, G, M. Wilcox, Youngstown College, as to which year they were 
to be taken, he revlied that they were to be taken largely in the sophomore year, 
but they may be vostponed and taken later, Dean McClure emphasized the fact 
that no very satisfactory program can be worked out in terns of departnents; 
eroups of departments are required for the planning of general knowledre courses, 
Basic skills are to be stressed in the freshman year. Proficiency tests may be 





Proceedings of the American Conference of Academic Deans 


taken to remove requirements in mathematics and in history, Miss Elizabeth May, 
Hood College, asked, "Who will teach the courses?" And Dean McClure pointed out 
that the University of Illinois has already had a division of general studies, 

Mr, E, W. Crecraft, Kent State University, inquired further concerning the foreign 
language requirement, and learned that it was optional at Illinois for the stu- 
dent in the general studies division, The general science courses are not yet 
worked out; they may be a sequence of subjects, e.@, chenistry and physics, or 
may be of a more general nature, 


7. 





One dean pointed out the fact that the rigid requirements of the American 
Medical Association necessitated the repeating of some of the subject matter in 
special courses by students meetins those requirements if general courses were 
taken first. Tho mediocre student night have to take five years. The discussion 
showed that the question of suitable science courses is stil! a problen in 10st 
of the colleges, In the general education program of the University of So.*hern 
California, there are two programs - one for students majoring in science, «nd 
one for students majoring in other subjects. The latter do not take specific 
courses in science, The general courses include such tonics as great pers onali- 
ties anc their contributions, evolution, etc. There are also gencral literature 
anc history of civilization courses, The question was raised whether the general 
educetion nrogram should extend throughout the four yerrs, In Michigan State 
College, one reneral course was rrranged for the senior year in addition to those 
given the first two years. 


To the question, "ow many are giving interdevartmental courses?" approxi- 
mately thirty indicatec the affirmative, Mr. L. C. Enrions, Michigan State College, 


reported that the students in his institution have rccess to seven conprehensive 
courses, In any of the curricula, five must be taken, Written and spoken English 
are required of all students. The other six are frouned in three pairs, and one 
must be taken in each pair plus n fifth which is elso required, The question 

of choosing fifty out of five hundred faculty members to teach the courses has 
not been easy, but it is being solved, Mr, S. T. Arnold stated that Brown Uni- 
versity plans to give well-rounded -eneral education courses in different fields, 
but with the idea that students may continue with the usual seccnd courses, The 
Chairman pointed out that Michifnn University has the same plan in nine for 
science, literature, and other fields, The first corse must help both snecial- 
ists and general students, The ouestion arises whe:r-r the first courses will 
really prepare for the second courses, At the University of Michigan the science 
courses will include lahoratory work, anc there is exnected to be less danger of 
broad abstractions, Mr. W. T. Caldwell, who teaches chemistry at Temple Univer- 
sity, queried whether we should not try to have abstractions, His contention 

was that the student shoul¢ see the picture ss a whole throuch relationships. 
When an instructor teaches chemistry, he should bring in physics and astronomy 
and integrate then rather than teach suverficial generalizations, It was brought 
out by several deans that courses in related sciences are ordinarily required 

in addition to specialization in one science, Mr, E, R, Bartlett, DePauw Uni- 
versity, nointed out the need for general interest courses, introductory to a 
field rather than basic to advanced courses, These courses should not have frag- 
mentary or superficial content even though they are not courses for specialists. 
Ne concluded that the answer is not yet clear, Mr. EB, Leffler, Albion College, 
considered that it was an injustice to students who are majoring in non-scien- 
tific fields to be commelled to take science courses suitable for pre-medical 
requirements, Would it not be wise for someone to consult with representatives 
of the American Medical Association and the American Chenical Association con- 





l l 8. 
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cerning their willingness to accept different introductory courses? The Chair- 

man concluded the discussion on this topic by remindins the deans that there 

are two fundamental differences in avpr«-ching the t” sf the liberal arts col- 
lege, viz. to pick samples in the various fields, 012 ~ry to teach, as at the 

University of Chicago, something of all the differeni «ubdjects. 


The Education of Women was the next topic introduced, Miss Ada Peirce, 
Hiram College, inquired if women should be advised in peace time to prepare for 
scientific jobs? Mr. Bartlett thought that the need for yvomen still existed. 
Miss Elizabeth May quoted a statement to the effect that coveation for women 
is now the same as that for men in 1910, Should women have “se same education 
since many of them will be married? Mr, H, Hatcher, of Ca'o State University, 
gave the opinion that there is an acute demand for proner' t.,ined women in 
medical and dental technician work, Ue considered that i’. problem of the con- 
tribution expected of women is tied up with the problen c* general education, 

In Ohio State University there are over two thousand courses. Which arens wld 
you want students to have on their programs? It would reyire 180 quarter hours 
to be introduced to all the elementary courses. What are you going to give ‘“t.e1 
in 10 quarter hours in chemistry? Miss Peirce again raised the question of 
guiding women freshmen into other than industrial fields unless they are exceed- 
ingly good. Other deans still maintained that the government and industries 
were taking many good women scientists, and thet women should not be discouraged 
from studying science. Furthermore, it was useful for them in their homes, The 
Cheirman also referred to the fields of nutrition and public health, 





The Requirement of Language Courses for the A, B. Degree next claimed the 
interest of the deans, in the form of several questions considered by a show of 
hands, Twelve indicated that no language was required in their institutions; 
sixteen used proficiency tests based on material equivalent to that covered in 
the first two years, A large majority required two years of one language. Very 
few gove credit for one yenr, Eight or ten required 4.0 languages for graduation. 
There was considerable variation in the nunber of ho- . in the beginning language 
courses. Four—hour courses were used by 11 or 12 in:titutions represented. tout 
the same number used five-hour courses, and about 25 or 3 taree tour courses, 
About 11 or 12 used the army method of doubling the prograr, ‘Su 2 «cllegos whith 
used the army program increased the number of class hours, bu. not the credits, 
The double program served to improve the facility of spesking. zt Michigan Sate 
College the students may stress reading or the conversations! rethod, The scores 
in the latter program run a little higher, and the stucens: 2/20 do better in 
reading. Mr. Ingraham found that the results in conversaticiual facility were 
twice as good, and they were a little better in reading. ‘ihe size of classes 
runs between 10 to 20 students. 





(Brief pause for ventilation of room and relaxation) 


Business Meeting 


Dr. E. V. Bowers again took the chair, He asked the menbers to write in 
suggestions and criticisms concerning the type of meeting to Dean Bartlett, 
Chairman, or Dean Ruth L, Higgins, Secretary-Treasurer, He also stated that 
non-menbers may receive the bulletins and reports by paying » dollar, and they 
may attend meetings without payment of a fee, 


The menbers of the Resolutions Committee were announced as follows: Dean 
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C. F., Richards, Denison University, Chairman; Dean E, W, Crecraft, Kent State 
University; Dean M, A, Morrill, Hamline University; Dean 0. S, Ikenberry, Salem 
College. 


9. 





Dr. Bowers presented the new officers, Dean E, R, Bartlett also asked for 
suggestions concerning the tyne of organization and meetings, His expression of 
appreciation for the contribution of Dr, Bowers anc others in starting the organi- 
zation brought enthusiastic applause, 


Discussion 


The discussion of policies with reference to language study was resumed. 
The Chairmen askec whether language study should be considered a skill or a 
literary subject. Mr. C. W. deKiewet, of Cornell University, briefly described 
a radical experiment for next year, Since many of their faculty menbers in the 
language Cenartments sre going on the retirement list, it is easier to experinent. 
The assumption has been mace that there -re two compo ~:t facts, vize skill in 
the use of language, and literary instruction, Since  cnflicts arose within the 
same department, it was decidec to have two divisions, viz. 1) the division of 
modern language instruction, and 2) the division of literary instruction, includ- 
ing English. Materials concerning suitable procedures for different langunges are 
to be published, Denartnments are to be centralized with well equipped laboratory 
materials, Students will be required to take a certain number of hours in read- 
ing courses after the intensive conversation program, Difficulty has arisen in 
getting enough native informants, 


The Chairman objected to making the first year one for skills in language. 
An introduction to the culture of the people whose language is studied should 
be included in this age in which we need to be internationally minded. If one 
foreign language is understood, horizons may be enlarged. Mr, deKiewet replied 
that the Cornell faculty exmected to combine skills and the introduction to the 
culture of peonles. The exveriment will include area studies with the study of 
the culture included, The Chairnan remnrkec that as the high schools offer 
less, the colleges must offer nore, 


A representative from one of the Negro colleges asked whether students 
should begin the study of foreign lanpusge if they are deficient in Bnglish. 
The Chairman commented that they would probably not be successful in foreign 
longuases. Mr, NU. Hatcher queried, "Should we continue to require two years? 
If students are not interested after one year, should they be pushed on to a 
second year?" Mr, Bartlett, of DePauw University, expressed the opinion that 
some ac justment shoulc be made for veterans. Nr. W. G Friedrich, Valparaiso 
University, statec that an earlier survey of college stucents showed that many 
get little benefit from language work, At Hamilton Collere, according to Mr, 
J. W. Slyth, the vroficiency requirement in one lan-~ > ° must include the abil- 
ity to exoress oneself and to understand it when spo..-.. ane reac. On this basis 
Only one stucent hed been refused a cegree, With the stress nut on the skill 
in using langusce, the students found language less of an intellectual jungle. 
Learnine » language for some definite purpose furnished better motivation was 
the comment of several others, 


Mr, E, W, Crecraft inquired concerning the tren¢cs in higher education to-~ 
ward grouping, Is it the trend for students to take a certain number of hours 
in each group ane satisfy froup requirements rather than subject requirenents? 
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The Chairman did not think it was the trend with reference to modern language 
which is uswally requirec, He did refer again, however, to the new Princeton 
program wh: h permits a student tc elisinate moter. \--curges if mathematics is 
taken throu,th Calculus. Mr, C. R. Layton, of Musk: .°.. Gollege, indicated that 
one dean hac gained courage from the discussion, ™: :epresented one of the in- 
stitutions not requiring modern language for the A, B. degree, In general 
education seven areas are required, A student may eliminate one of the arenas, 
and in that way avoid a foreign language. English may not be eliminated, The 
languare progran includes five hours, including one hour for laboratory work in 
oral facility anc one for study of the culture of the people, The requirement 
is one year instead of two, The lanpuage department hopes to hold students who 
profit by it. The other deans wanted to know how many students avoided taking 
languase, and learned that in the first year of the exeriment about one-thi-d 
did not take the languaze area, The area most avoided wns science, particuirriy 
by the eirls, The boys tended to eliminate the langunge, 


The Resolutions Committee then made the following report: 


Resolved: that the American Conference of Academic Deans express 
deep concern over the instructional and housing needs, on the 
cOllese level, of returnine veterans, which the colleges and 
universities are not now equipped to neet; 


And request the Association of Anerican Collesces to appoint a 
commission or connittee to investigate these needs anc recommend 
action, through the anpropriate authorities of the Association, 


A motion to approve the motion was made by Mr, E, C, Dyrness, Wheaton 
College, and seconded by Mr, 0, D. Ray, Bessie Taft Colleze, The motion was 
carried with a unanimous vote, The mecting then adjourned on time at 4:30 p.m 
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Contributions 
Contributions received by February 26, 1946 sescccccevcccecesee $113—00 


Note 


We pre not sending individual receipts for contributions, but we are taking 
this opportunity of thanking you for your contribution. A check mark below in- 
dicates that your name is listed on the records as heaving contributed. We shall 
appreciate very much receiving contri» ‘ions from ot’. r nenbers. 


Contributed before February 26, 1946 wid ° 


If you have paid and your name is not checked, please notify me in order 
that our records may be accurate, 


Ruth L. Higgins, Secretary-Treasurer 
and Editor of the Proceedings 
Beaver College, Jenkintown, Fa, 





